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The death penalty is subjected to criminals who are convicted of a capital felony. In this case, people who intentionally and knowingly cause an individual's death are sentenced if the state seeks to do so. In Texas, persons under the age of eighteen at the time of committing the crime are not eligible for execution (Crimes Punishable by Death, 2021). More so, the death penalty cannot be subjected to a criminal if the victim did not die during the crime. It can only be subjected when murder is involved.
In Texas, a person can be put to death when a person lacked the intent to kill but still did, together with the crime’s accomplices. It is among the only five states which sentence criminals to the death penalty even if their crimes were unintentional. Under the law of parties in Texas, a person who never killed anyone is an accomplice of the felony murder case and is to be sentenced to death as in the case of Wood, for a crime he and his prosecutors admit he did not commit (Intercept, 2021). The law also states that if two or more conspire to commit a crime and one of them commits murder during the crime, all of them are held accountable for murder and can be sentenced to death. This is referred to as accomplice liability and is regarded as if they anticipated the committed murder as in Foster and his friends (Latzer, 2011). During its abolition of the death penalty, the commonwealth of Virginia cited that it has no impact on reducing the crime rates. As a matter of fact, it is described as a propeller of racial discrimination and injustice in society; therefore, it is not a deterrent. 
According to a review done at Sam Houston, the rate of homicides reduces only for a short period after a criminal’s execution. Their research findings concluded that homicide numbers in Texas after implementation were less than the number of murder cases in other states.
The data presented in the death penalty information center shows that execution is not deterrent. In comparison to Sam Houston’s review, however, the number of murder crimes based on month-to-month comparison after the criminal’s execution temporarily deterred the state. From these findings, the execution of felony criminals is not a permanent solution to the control of crime rates. The state of Texas has experienced many campaigns to abolish the death penalty, especially on the law of accomplice liability as in the other states. More so, the death penalty increases violence rates by the already sentenced criminals (Crimes Punishable by Death, 2021). Other factors which can increase the levels of violence include high levels of poverty. This is a leading factor in the commission of capital crimes for the scramble of resources through theft and robberies. However, some researchers have established that most of the criminals eligible for execution are usually framed by prosecutors hence the high rate of executions in Texas.
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